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At the end of this session, you will..  

 
• Know how to access district data in the 

Online Reporting System 

• Be able to make inferences about the results 

• Have ideas /resources for closing the gap 
 



Assessment in Idaho’s Public 

Schools 
Philosophy –  
Acquiring the basic skills is essential to realization of full educational, 

vocational and personal/social development. Since Idaho schools are 

responsible for instruction in the basic scholastic skills, the State Board of 

Education has a vested interest in regularly surveying student skill 

acquisition as an index of the effectiveness of the educational program. 

This information can best be secured through objective assessment of 

student growth. The State Board of Education will provide oversight for all 

components of the comprehensive assessment program.  
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Purpose of Assessments in 

Idaho’s Public Schools 
 

• Measure and improve student achievement 

• Identify areas needing intervention and remediation, and 

acceleration  

• Inform parents and guardians of their child’s progress 

• Provide comparative local, state and national data regarding 

the achievement of students in essential skill areas 

• Identify performance trends in student achievement across 

grade levels tested and student growth over time 
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Summative Assessment 

Statewide summative assessments are given at 

the conclusion of each grade and are evaluative 

and not necessarily diagnostic. They are used 

to determine large scale learning progress, 

evaluation of educational programs, progress 

toward improvement and make comparisons.  



Questions typically answered with 

summative assessment data 
• Which schools are performing at or near the expected proficiency 

percentages?  Which are not?  

 

• How do our schools perform when compared to the state as a whole? To 

other districts?  

 

• Which groups are showing the desired growth? Which are not?  

 

• What patterns do we notice across the district?  

 

• What inferences can we draw from demographic groups?  

 

• Should we be emphasizing Math or ELA improvement? 

 
 



Interim Assessment 
 

CCSSO defines Interim Assessments as, 

"Assessment administered multiple times during a 

school year, usually outside of instruction, to evaluate 

students' knowledge and skills relative to specific set 

of academic goals in order to inform policymaker or 

educator decisions at the student, classroom, school, 

or district level.”  



Questions typically answered with 

interim assessment data 
• How are schools, grades, classrooms doing in relation to the end goal? 

 

• How are students doing on a particular set of standards?  

 

• What patterns do we notice across the district? School? Grade? Class?  

 

• What is the range of student scores?  

 

• What conclusions can we draw from demographic group data?  

 

• Is curriculum having the desired affect? 
 



Formative assessment is a 

deliberate process used by 

teachers and students during 

instruction that provides 

actionable feedback that is 

used to adjust ongoing 

teaching and learning 

strategies to improve students’ 

self-assessment, reflection and 

attainment of curricular 

learning targets/goals. 



Online Reporting System (ORS) 



SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE 



Interim Assessment Blocks 

 Same test blueprint and items 

 Performance Task 

 Some items teacher scored in 

THSS 

 Same claims and standards as 

summative 

 

 

 

Common Features of IAB and ICA 

 AVA – Assessment Viewing 

Application 

 Optional 

 Grade flexibility 

 Non-secure 

 Fixed format 

 

Interim Comprehensive Assessment 

 5-10 blocks per grade 

 15 Items per block 

 Group of standards 

 Reported as Below, At/Near, 

Above Standard 

 

Interim Assessments 



TEACHER HAND SCORING SYSTEM (THSS)  



1) Go to the Portal  idaho.portal.airast.org 

2) Select role, then ORS 

3) Choose SCORE REPORTS 

4) Select a test, year, which students, grade and content area  

 

 



Summative Assessment  

Average Scale Score, Percent Proficient and Percentage in Each Achievement 

Category  Smarter Summative ELA/Literacy Grade 6 Test for Students in …. 

 

 



1. Click on school 

2. View teachers at the school or 

3. Claims 

4. Trend (only available if students took the ICA)  



1.Click on school- 2. View teachers 

*this shows 8 teachers of the same grade at this school 



3. View Claims 
 



A look at Achievement Level 

and Claim Performance for a 

class of a particular teacher  
 

• Click on School, Select View 

Teacher 

• Select Teacher and then Roster 

• Click on Roster and then View 

Roster 

• Click on Roster and View Student 

• Roster and View Claims 

 

There are different click paths 

Click at the top of any column to sort 



SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE 

Score Report Assessment Targets  

Claims: 3 in Math; 4 in ELA/Literacy 

Classroom report:  Assessment Targets   



4. View Trend (ICA to Summative)  

Click on school, teacher, view trend   
 

Selected students 

improved from  

14 to 45 points 



Now What?  

How can students, teachers and 

leaders affect this data moving 

forward?  



The Key  

Teachers should elicit the same 

evidence in the classroom as is 

called for in the  

standards/ assessment. 



SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE 

Claims and Targets 
Claims:  

Broad Statements of the Assessment Systems Learning Outcomes 

 

Assessment Targets:  

Descriptions of the evidence needed to prove the claim. 

Content and Item Specifications 
Content Specifications:  

Bridge between the standards, the assessment and instruction  

 

Item Specifications:  

Translate the content into actual items and tasks. 



Score Reports  

Claims:  

 -Three in Math 

 -Four in ELA/Literacy 

 

Classroom report:  

Assessment Targets   



SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION SHERRI YBARRA 

Content Specs Document 

CCSS Document  5.G.B. 3 and 4    



Item Specs:   

 

Task Models, 

Standards at       

grade level,   

above and 

below  grade 

levels,  

Depth of 

Knowledge, 

Vocabulary 

 



Digital Library  
5th Grade Math  

5.G.B 

Claim 1 

Target K 

Instructional Resource 



Reading (CLAIM 1)   

Assessment  

Targets 



Content  

Specifications 

Documents 

further describe 

evidence 
• Standards 

• DOK 







Cognitive Rigor Matrix  



1. All AIR systems will close August 6th end of day 

2. TIDE opens August 21 

3. August 26 TDS and tests (exc summative) are 

available 

4. THSS opens August 27 

5. AVA available August 28 

6. ORS available August 31  

 

All TAs will be required to go through the TA training 

module individually before proctoring the math and 

ELA assessments in Spring 2016 

REMINDERS 



Questions 

Angela Hemingway 

Director, Assessment and 

Accountability 

ahemingway@sde.idaho.gov 

Nancy Thomas-Price 

Comprehensive Assessment 

Coordinator 

nthomasprice@sde.idaho.gov 
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